14.  “RECALLING A DESTINY”
Section V:
THE PLAN REINFORCED
Biblical Basis:
Portions of the Major and Minor Prophets
Objective:
That class members identify the failure of Israel that led to the rise and 
message of the prophets.
INTRODUCTION

The nation of Israel had settled in the land of Canaan, and under the able leadership of David had put all enemies to rest.  Under Solomon, Israel amassed great wealth and international recognition.  The people began believing that all the promises of God’s covenant with Abraham had been met.
However, no sooner had Israel kept her rendezvous with greatness; she began a decline which turned her glory into dust.  Israel became morally degenerate, politically obnoxious and spiritually empty.

During this period of her history, God raised up the prophets who reminded Israel of her original destiny and purpose.  They spoke to the “covenant community” and recalled them to their heritage, calling, and mission … their God-given destiny.

In this study we will seek to identify: 1) What led to Israel’s great decline; 2) Why they became spiritually void; and 3) What tremendous role was played by the prophets.

I.  THE GREAT DECLINE

A.
The attitude of Israel to God’s promises.


1.
Read Micah 3:11, and describe the attitude of Israel.


2.
What else does Micah say about the Israelites’ social relationships?  (Mic 7:2-6)


3.
What did the prophet Hosea say about the sickness of Israelite society?  




(Hos 4:1-3)



4.
In spite of all this, how did Israel continue to view herself in relationship to God?




(Isa 48:1-2)



5.
How did Israel respond to the prophet’s message?  (Amos 7:12-13)


B.
The attention of Israel to her responsibilities,


1.
What became Israel’s attitude toward the covenant God had made with her?  



(Jer 11:3-8,11,15)


2.
How did Israel compare to the pagans living around her?  (Amos 6:1-7)


3.
What warning did Paul give to the Christians in Ephesians 5:1-10?
II.
THE GREAT RELIGIOUS GAME.

A.
Israel had the appearance of being religious.


1.
What accusations do Amos and Hosea make concerning Israel’s spiritual condition?  



(Hos 8:13; Amos 4:4-5)


2.
What was the true condition of the religious leaders (many of whom were priests)?  



(Hos 4:3-10)

B.
Israel rested on false security.


1.
Of what false security did Jeremiah accuse the people?  (Jer 7:4)


2.
What further bit of hypocrisy did Jeremiah accuse them of?  (Jer 7:9-10)

C.
Israel misused her distinctiveness to selfish ends.


1.
How did they use the law?  (Amos 5:7; 6:12)



2.
What kind of attitude did Jonah display toward Gentiles in light of the concept of 



separateness?  (Jonah 3:10 – 4:1)


3.
What was Israel’s attitude toward circumcision?  (Jer 9:25; Rom 2:28-29)


4.
In light of the way Israel played religious games, what lessons can Christians learn in 



terms of having a form of religion “without” a relationship with God; of relying on 



church membership; and manipulating doctrines rather than being obedient to God’s 



Word?
III.  THE GREAT DESTINY RECALLED

A.
The function of the prophet.


1.
What do you understand to be the special task of the prophet?  (Isa 6:8-10; Mic 6:8; 



Jer 1:4-10)


2.
What special message did the prophet have for God’s people?  (Isa 43:21; 49:6; 




Jer 9:23-24)


3.
What promise did the Lord make to His people if they would recall their destiny?  



(Jer 4:1-2; II Chr 7:14-15; Isa 59:1-2,21)

B.
The function of pastors today.


1.
What great destiny do Christians need to continually recall?  (Matt 28:19-20; 




I Peter 2:9-10; II Cor 5:17-20)


2.
What is the role of every Christian?



a.
Ephesians 4:11-12




b.
I Peter 3:15




c.
II Corinthians 5:19-20




d.
I Peter 4:10




e.
Ephesians 3:16-19

CONCLUSION

The prophets were men of God who understood God’s call to the people of Israel.  They saw that Israel’s institutions and her traditions had become her religion.  She worshipped things rather than the giver of things.  That which had been designed to be a “means to an end” had become and “end in itself.”  The earnest plea of the prophet’s message was to call Israel back to God; their God-given destiny. 
How easy it is for us as the church to do the same thing:  to forget our true destiny and calling to “go make disciples…” and to become more concerned about religious traditions, church rituals and institutional procedures.  Pastors today are called not only to be priests to “comfort the afflicted”, but also prophets to “afflict the comfortable!”
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